FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
This decree provided for the abolition of private property in
land; the establishment of different units of holdings in different
parts of the country; the equalization of the units in each district;
the abolition of the right to rent or lease land.
The decree, even at this early date, visualized and encouraged
collective agriculture, and some of the best estates, as well as some
devoted to special crops, were not split up.
The Government, despite the difficult situation confronting
them, lost no time in continuing to apply their Socialist principles.
Workers' control in the factories and workshops was instituted
two days after the "November Revolution." Mr. Philips Price,
then Manchester Guardian correspondent in Russia, wrote:
"The decree gave the men's committees the right to examine the
books, countersign orders, and control the precincts of the factories. In
each industrial district a joint Council of Shop-Stewards' Committees
and Professional Alliances was formed, so as to co-ordinate policy and
prevent conflict between industry and craft. The workers in this stage
of the revolution did not yet think of going beyond the stage of effectively
controlling the capitalist. They did not feel themselves strong enough
at this moment to take over and work the industries of the country.
The economic apparatus for production and distribution on a public
basis had not yet been prepared, and meanwhile the proletariat had not
the technical staff at its disposal. The latter was to a large extent still
under the influence of the capitalists, and thus the proletariat was in
danger of economic isolation. It was, however, possible by the establish-
ment of workers* control to go one step beyond the point reached by
the March revolution."1
However, owing to the opposition of the owners and the strike
action of the technical staff, this policy did not work out success-
fully, and from January to May 1918 decrees were issued national-
izing specific business enterprises, the commercial fleet, foreign
trade, etc., and on June 28th general nationalization of industrial
and commercial undertakings, with certain exceptions, was decreed.
But the Soviet Government did not limit itself to mere national-
ization. The basis of the State Planning, which has subsequently
1 Capitalist Europe and Socialist Russia.